
Human Nature 
Designing places to facilitate 
active travel



Human Nature
A campaigning development company
We design, build & run places that make sustainable living easy & attractive



Phoenix Project
7.9 hectare brownfield site in Lewes
685 homes, workspaces, community facilities
Planned to prioritise people over cars; Designed to encourage a culture of sharing; Exponential sustainability 



Why Promote Active Travel?

• Safe, beautiful streets
• Cleaner air
• Mitigate climate change
• Less congestion (quality of life + economic savings)
• Less noise
• Affordable living (not owning a car saves c. £3,500 per 

annum)
• Greater travel options for those who choose not 

to/can’t afford a car
• Unlock new sites for development by minimising

additional pressure on local highway networks
• Improved commercial viability
• Reduced public spending due to: improved physical & 

mental health,  lower congestion, fewer 
accidents / crashes 



Business as usual: predict & provide 



A different approach: decide & provide 



How do we do it?
Creating new routes to, from & through site & key existing destinations



How do we do it?
Paths & streets to improve pedestrian/cyclist legibility - well designed whilst retaining a 
sense of wit, mess & imperfection (visual/sensory intrigue)



Improved public transport & 
site-specific shuttle services

E-bike / E-cargo bike / E-scooter 
hire schemes

‘Last-mile’ logistics

EV car club / car hire schemes

Pedestrians, cyclists & wheeler priority 
(crossings, surfaces, public realm)



Everyday upsides of low-car neighbourhoods
Centralised parking facility, with limited parking for residents, co-located with mobility services
On plot parking limited to blue badge holders, pick-up & drop-off, & maintenance/service vehicles



How do we do it?
A human-centered approach



How do we do it?
Community engagement



How do we do it?
Community engagement



How do we do it?
Community engagement



Thank you
joanna@humannature-places.com
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