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• Why 20mph?
• Evidence elsewhere

• 20’s Plenty for East Sussex



“…20mph where 
people work, live, 

shop and play”
c 700 campaigns across the UK

28 million people live in places 
where 20mph is the norm

20’s Plenty for Us

Supporting local 
communities 
asking for…



Reduces risk
• 1mph slower => 6% fewer collisions

• 30 / 20 mph => c.7x fatality risk for a pedestrian



20mph = 20% - 40% 
fewer casualties



Consistently popular



Fewer 
emissions

https://futuretransport.info/urban-traffic-research/



30mph twice as loud as 20mph



Active Travel alternatives (non-exclusive)

Cheaper More expensive

Popular Lower speed limits
(20mph in urban areas)

Politically sensitive Reduce traffic volumes
(modal filters)

Segregated infrastructure
(needed on busier roads)
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KSIs in East Sussex in 2022 by road user and speed limit

1-20 mph 21-30 mph 31-40 mph 41-50 mph 51-60 mph

85% of pedestrian 
casualties on 30mph roads



Agenda
• Why 20mph

• Evidence elsewhere
• East Sussex



From John O’Groats to Land’s End

12

Philip Desmond, Cornwall 
county councillor: “20mph is 
amazingly popular” 
https://vimeo.com/763107951

https://vimeo.com/763107951




In Wales, a 20mph 
default with 30mph 
exceptions gained with 
cross-party support
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Wales default 20mph:
Pre-speed vs. change in speed

Mean speed reduction (trend)

2.9mph slower, more 
on faster roads

Locations >25mph:
Before = 1,696;

After = 277
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Burwash
How not to to not implement 

20mph…lowlights of a community’s 
journey





Burwash: edited lowlights

• No progress after 7½ years1

• > 1,000 emails, Burwash PC “too many to count”; 120 meetings, 
50 people; 600 petition signatories; 250 consulted (80% pro)

• Cost: latest estimate £170k or £90 per person2

(1) £8k spent by PC for 20mph on 1 road

(2) Similar schemes cost £5 – £10 person in other LAs

Stop Press  16th November 2023
***Burwash Parish Council votes to suspend request for 20mph*** 



29 casualties since Burwash started 
20mph campaign

Casualties since May-2016
fatal serious slight Grand Total

2016 2 1 1 4
2017 2 2
2018 1 1
2019 4 4
2020 3 1 4
2021 2 4 6
2022 8 8
Grand Total 2 7 20 29



20 years of 
no progress



3 years of 
casualties in 
Eastbourne 
2020-22



20mph “outside schools?”
(for whole journey)



How to help?

Form (or join) a 20’s 
Plenty group where 
you live

1
Ask your local Parish 
or Town Council to 
adopt a resolution 
supporting 20mph

2
Ask ESCC to change 
policy and remove 
costly barriers to 
20mph

3



20’s Plenty annual conference:
Edinburgh: 7th December 2023



Thank you

Adrian Berendt



Enforcement

20mph limits are enforceable

Some police forces actively enforce

Lower speeds even with limited enforcement

Community initiatives play a part

New in car limiters will enforce soon



Bike…………………………………….bus……………………………………………..…..train…………………………….….………car

Travel options: Tunbridge Wells to Eastbourne (32 miles)
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